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I should like to be informed, by those who can give the in-
formation, whether cholera has ever appeared in any town
south of the equator; as it appears to me that a line drawn,
with a wide margin, from Calcutta to Petersburgh, from thence 
to the Gulf of Mexico, and from that back again to Calcutta,
might be called " the cholera inclosure." I cannot help con- i

necting this with the existence of some circular or elliptical
course of wind, including, perhaps, a stagnant field of air in
its vortex, if not in its own direct current, bearing the seeds
of .death.

I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
Watford, Herts, Aug. 1857. EDWARD CROSS.

P. S. Can anyone say whether the great mass of weeds grow-
ing in the Atlantic between Africa and the West Indies in-
creases or otherwise ? Also, whether those tornadoes which
prevail now and then in those islands exist, or are absent, in a
marked way during a cholera-period of the world?

EDWARD CROSS.

ARSENIC AS A COSMETIC.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,-The note on the above subject which you did me the
honour to insert in THE LANCET of the 1st ilist. has been com-
mented on by two gentlemen in your number for Saturday last.
If Mr. Sparling will read over my note again, he will see that
it made no reference whatever to the guilt or innocence of the
accusecl, but was written because I imagined that the question
regarding the effects of arsenic when applied externally was
left in rather an unsatisfactory state after the trial, and that
the eminent medical gentlemen who appeared for the de-
fence did not go far enough in their experiments to settle the
point, and also because I have seen eruptions on the arms and
legs of shepherds, who informed me that they were produced
by dipping sheep in water having arsenic stirred up in it. I
am well aware that sheep are occasionally dipped in a solution
prepared by boiling arsenic with alkalies. Severe eruptions,
violent constitutional symptoms, and even death, have fol-
lowed this process, when too long continued. Various prepa-
rations are sold for sheep-dipping, but it is generally believed
that arsenic is the chief ingredient. I have seen eruptions
produced by using these substances.
The mode of applying arsenic described by Mr. Sparling I

have not before heard of. That it was not the very weak

aqueous solution of arsenic which came in contact with the
hands and faces of the gentlemen who made the experiments
referred to above, is evident from the statement of Dr. Laurie,
a highly-esteemed former teacher of mine,-viz., that " the
effect was the same as using a ball of soap with sand ;" show-
ing that during the agitation of the water in washing the
hands and face, some of the gritty particles of arsenic floating
about in the water were applied to the skin, just as in the
mode of using arsenic in sheep-dipping, referred to in my
former note. Of course the greater the quantity of arsenic
used, the more violent the agitation of the water, and the
oftener the experiment is made, so much the more severe
would be the effect produced.

If my note should be the means of recalling attention to the
subject, and of bringing out any additional information, it will
have served some useful purpose.

I am, Sir, yours, &c.,
ROBERT CRAWFORD, M.D.

To the Editor of THE LAr;cEr.

SIR,-In your journal of the lst instant, Dr. R. Crawford, of ’,
Peebles, states that the farmers use various substances for

sheep dipping, and amongst others arsenic, and remarks that
these sheep dippers frequently have eruptions on the skin.
This he considers a satisfactory proof that the medical evidence
given for the defence of Miss Smith must go for nought; but
he does not state, nor does he seem to know, whether it was
the arsenic, or some of the various other substances employed,
that caused these eruptions on the patients he was asked to
prescribe for. I am perfectly aware that arsenic is used for
the purpose he mentions, and also many other substances, such
as the preparations of mercury, zinc, lead, &c. Now, I ask, is
it not possible, or rather probable, that it may be one of these
that caused the eruption he mentions, and not the arsenic. But
supposing it to be arsenic, according to his own account, the
quantity accidentally applied must be large, and the clothes
saturated with the solution and filth, and the friction which
must be caused by a living sheep half drowned in poison, trying

to struggle out of it for life. There can be no comparison be-
tween the accidental application and careful voluntary applica-
tion intended for a delicate purpose. Every medical men ac-
knowledges that arsenic has a specific action on the skin when
used in small doses. Who knows but that arsenic may be used
empirically for improving the complexion; or with the idea,
that it does improve it ? How many people have used Row-

land’s preparations with the idea that one removes freckles,

and fills up the pitting after small-pox; the other producinghair on a bald scalp, and making old maids look young. Every
scientific man knows that this is all hypocrisy. When the

physiology of freckles and the formation of pigment is known,
the knowledge of the rational use of arsenic will be acquired.

I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
August, 1857. 

______________ 

R. P.

VENOMOUS BITES.
To t7te Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,-I extract from my note-book, for comparison with the
case reported in THE LANCET of the 8th instant, the following
memoranda made May, 1852, whilst I was house-surgeon to
the Westminster Hospital :-
A strongly-built young man was brought in, having been

bitten in the right index finger twenty minutes previously by
an adder. When I saw him he was hanging his head clown,
his tongue protruding from his mouth; the face and eyelids
were much swollen; there was general cedema of the sub-
mucous tissue of the mouth and pharynx, with ptyalism,
vomiting, and pain at the pit of the stomach; no pain nor
swelling of the hand or arm, but great pain in the right axilla.
There was only a faint mark left by the reptile’s fang on the
finger; no abrasion of the lips or face. Within a few hours the
arm and forearm became enormously swollen, and the axillary
glands inflamed and painful. By the next morning the back
and inner part of the arm, and the corresponding side of the
chest were much ecchymosed, as though they had been beaten
with a stick. The finger was the last to become painful and
swell, the symptoms travelling downwards.
The treatment consisted of leeches and fomentations to the

throat; fomentations, and subsequent embrocations to the arm,
and a saline mixture.
The swelling of the fauces and arm subsided; the skin of the

above-named parts underwent all the stages of bruising. The

finger became painful as the other symptoms subsided, and re-
mained tender for some time after. The adder was brought to
the hospital for inspection.

I am, Sir. vour obedient servant,
GEORGE B. HALFORD, M.D.

HINTS ON SURGICAL PRACTICE.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

Sir,-Will you allow me to call the attention of the pro-
fession to a few practical hints which I have found of great
utility in the practice of this hospital.

I have for the last fifteen months been in the habit of putting
fractured legs up in pasted paper, when the swelling has
subsided, which enables our patients to leave their beds at the
end of ten days or a fortnight. I do not claim any originality
for the idea, which I saw practised in Paris; but as I have not
observed any notice of it in England, and have found it so
very useful, I should be glad if it was more extensively known.
The advantages it possesses over the starch bandage, of which
it is a modification, are, that sloughing from over-pressure is
impossible, as on attempting to pull the paper too tight it
tears, and the materials for it are always at hand. My mode
of procedure is as follows :-I prepare forty or fifty strips of
brown paper, an inch and a quarter broad, and sixteen inches
long; these are all smeared with thick paste, and applied to
the limb in the ordinary manner of strapping. Thrce layers
are applied, a light bandage over all, and then left to dry,
supported by sand-bags. The strips are all pasted before any
are put on. In twenty-four hours it forms a very hard, light
case, exactly applied to the limb, and affords perfect protection

. during the reparative process. It must be well soaked before
, removal.
! I have lately mixed half a drachm of glycerine to one ounce
, of extract of belladonna when I have used the latter for dilating

the pupil. It renders it pliable and elastic, and does not pro-
duce that disagreeable tightness complained of when the simple
extract gets dry and hard.

I have also used a darkened tube in the diagnosis of bvdro-


